October 8, 2021 
Subject: Wikimedia Foundation’s application for observer status at WIPO 
Dear Delegates, 


For the second time, the application of the Wikimedia Foundation for observer status at the World 


Intellectual Property Organization was not approved. 


We, civil society organizations, are writing with regard to the deeply concerning outcome of the 
sixty-second series of meetings of the Assemblies of the Member States of the World Intellectual 


Property Organization, not to admit the Wikimedia Foundation as an observer to that organization. 


This decision was received with dismay particularly by those of us who, as accredited observers at 
WIPO, have for decades enriched discussions and made important contributions to the debates that 


take place at this U.N. specialized agency. 


The Wikimedia Foundation is an active and respected stakeholder in the areas of access to knowledge 
and information, as well as copyright policy, and its projects have a global outreach. The Foundation 
and its network have contributed to national and regional legislative processes that are aimed at 


shaping the legal framework for user rights. 


Given the key role of WIPO in shaping normative and practical work around copyright that impacts 
how researchers, educators and the public at large access and use knowledge, not admitting the 
Foundation as an observer would be unacceptable and it would run counter with the established 


practice on criteria for admission of observers at WIPO. 


We call on Delegations to do everything in their power to facilitate admission of the Wikimedia 


Foundation at the next series of meetings of the WIPO Assemblies, without any further delays. 


Yours faithfully, 


Aksioma | Institute for Contemporary Art, Ljubljana 
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